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MATTHEW
 
OVERVIEW 

We often imagine life in Christ as a dramatic shift away from ev-
erything we know. This romanticized idea of what it means to know 
and follow Jesus is not, however, what we find when we actually 
look at his life. From start to finish, Matthew’s gospel account is 
composed of ordinary moments that point to an extraordinary God. 
Throughout Matthew’s depiction of Jesus’ life, we get a glimpse into 
Jesus’ faithfulness in the mundane. Matthew brings to life the reality 
that the story of Jesus is not formed by an exotic trip or by evading 
reality; the story of Jesus is formed through small, ordinary, and 
faith-filled moments that result in monumental shifts over time. 
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TUESDAY,
JUNE 22

READ   Matthew Chapter 1: An Extraordinary Interruption 

READING PROMPT  
The first chapter of Matthew’s gospel account captures the very 
heart of the book altogether. In this chapter, we read through a 
family line composed of normal people who had everyday issues 
and circumstances. Yet when Jesus is introduced, he enters the 
story in a remarkable and extraordinary way. Jesus is at once a 
member of a normal family line, and also a magnificent interrup-
tion. By drawing our attention to this fact, Matthew suggests that 
Jesus did not come to this world to avoid the real everyday life is-
sues, but to enter into them in a way that makes all things new. As 
you read through the genealogy and birth of Jesus, think through 
how the various people and moments might point to how Jesus 
interrupts the normal everyday lives of those around him.  

PRAYER PROMPT  
As you pray today, ask God what ordinary things in your life 
might need to be made new. Take a moment to pray dangerous 
prayers as you ask God to reveal the areas of your life you have 
grown comfortable in. Prayerfully reflect on what kind of employ-
ee, student, spouse, or friend you have been recently as you ask 
God to align your heart with his in all things. 



4

WEDNESDAY,
JUNE 23 

READ   Matthew Chapter 2: Pride and Humility 

READING PROMPT  
As you read through the second chapter of Matthew, notice 
where Herod’s pride leads him. In his effort to maintain his 
authority and power, he surrenders his character to retain the im-
portance of his name. Yet in the same chapter, Joseph and Mary 
demonstrate great humility as they repeatedly listen to what God 
calls them into, at the cost of their reputations.

PRAYER PROMPT  
Today, pray for a humble heart before God. Ask that God might 
show you the areas in your life where you are prideful. Ask that 
God would grow your humility for the betterment of the communi-
ty around you. 
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THURSDAY,
JUNE 24

READ   Matthew Chapter 3: Jesus’ Ministry is Introduced 

READING PROMPT  
In the third chapter of Matthew, John the Baptist is caught off 
guard by Jesus’ request to be baptized. Why would the righteous 
messiah need to participate in the baptism of repentance? Here, 
as Jesus is baptized, we see the Spirit descend on Jesus and the 
Father’s delight in Jesus. In this very moment, we see that Jesus 
acts as both the continuation of God’s mission toward our resto-
ration and as the humble servant-king who enters into the very 
experiences we walk through ourselves. With Jesus’ coronation 
depicted by God’s approval and the focus on Jesus as servant, 
we are able to read though the remaining portion of Matthew 
with this view of Jesus in mind. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
Pray that God would grow your passion for his mission in this 
world, and for a servant’s heart toward those around you. 
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FRIDAY,
JUNE 25 

READ  Matthew Chapter 4: Jesus is Tempted

READING PROMPT  
In the temptation of Jesus, we get a glimpse into the reality that 
Jesus endured the very things we walk through ourselves both in 
the positive areas (Matthew 3) and in the difficult (Matthew 4). 
In these difficult moments, Jesus depends not on his own strength, 
but on the weight of Scripture. Through his appeal to memorized 
Scripture, Jesus is able to walk through temptation without giving 
in to the power of sin. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
Reflect on the areas of consistent temptation in your life. Do you 
find yourself fighting against the ease of gossip, the presence of 
pride and arrogance, an inclination to judge the people around 
you, or deeply rooted insecurities? Once you have your areas of 
struggle in mind, look up Scriptures that you can commit to mem-
ory to recall when you find yourself in the midst of those difficult 
moments. Pray that God would remind you of those Scriptures in 
the moments you need them. 
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SATURDAY,
JUNE 26

READ   Matthew Chapter 5: The Sermon on the Mount 

READING PROMPT  
Throughout Matthew 5, Jesus’ words point at what exists beneath 
our actions. In this chapter, we see that God is concerned for the 
state of our hearts just as much as he is the actions of our hands. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
Prayerfully reflect on what your life looks like externally and 
internally. What areas of your heart might need to be reoriented 
toward Christ?
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SUNDAY,
JUNE 27 

READ   Matthew Chapter 6: The Lord’s Prayer

READING PROMPT  
It can often be easy to skip over or breeze through the Lord’s 
prayer. Perhaps it seems too familiar, or perhaps it seems too 
foreign. Either way, the Lord’s prayer can reveal so much to us 
about God’s heart for humanity.

PRAYER PROMPT  
Today, set aside a portion of time to walk through the Lord’s 
prayer with intentionality. Read the Lord’s Prayer one line at a 
time as you prayerfully reflect on the weight and significance of 
each phrase.
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MONDAY,
JUNE 28

READ   Matthew Chapter 7: A Genuine Response

READING PROMPT  
In Matthew 7 verses 24-26, Jesus’ words present a striking reality. 
In similar fashion to the Lord’s prayer, the Sermon on the Mount 
can be easy to read through and even to resonate with one 
moment, only to be forgotten the next, as we place the Bible back 
on the shelf. In verses 24-26, Jesus asserts that the righteous way 
of living calls for more than just our good intentions.  

PRAYER PROMPT  
Pray for an understanding of where your good intentions haven’t 
quite made it to a lived-out reality. Ask that God would remind 
you of your intentions in the moments you have the opportunity to 
live into your belief. 
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TUESDAY,
JUNE 29 

READ   Matthew Chapter 8: Discipleship 

READING PROMPT  
Matthew 8 emphasizes the radical call of discipleship, and this 
radical call requires a radical response. Throughout this chapter, 
Matthew claims that following Jesus is an all or nothing matter. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
Pray for a radical faith in response to Jesus’ radical call for disci-
pleship. 
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WEDNESDAY,
JUNE 30

READ  Matthew Chapter 9: The Harvest is Plentiful 

READING PROMPT  
Verses 35-38 of Mathew 9 make the point that while the harvest of 
ministry is plentiful, the workers for the sake of the gospel are few.

PRAYER PROMPT  
In verse 38 Jesus says, “… pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest 
to send out laborers into his harvest.” Today, pray that God would 
do exactly that. 
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THURSDAY,
JULY 1 

READ  Matthew Chapter 10: A Perspective Set on Eternity

READING PROMPT  
Jesus’ words throughout Matthew 10 point to the reality that the 
suffering and hardship we experience here are not how the story 
ends. Persecution and difficulty find their context not in the midst 
of the hardship, but in light of eternity with Christ. This reality 
does not minimize grief or the importance of honesty in these 
difficult moments, but instead reassures us of the value and truth 
of the gospel in the face of the brokenness we experience in this 
world. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
Pray for an assurance from Christ rather than from your circum-
stances. Pray that God would move in this world so that others 
may know the weight of eternity. 
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FRIDAY,
JULY 2

READ   Matthew Chapter 11: “My Yoke is Easy and my Burden is 
Light”

READING PROMPT  
Matthew 11 verses 28-30, Jesus confronts the inner toil and restless-
ness that comes from trying to bear the weight of life on your own. 
Striving for success in life apart from Christ only produces fatigue 
and frustration. In these verses, Jesus reminds his listener that, in 
him, rest and surety are secure. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
Have you become worn out? Have you been striving for approval, 
acceptance, and self-assuredness? Pray that you would walk through 
life near to the Father, and that in Jesus you would find rest. It is 
only in Jesus that we find an easy yoke and a light burden. 
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SATURDAY,
JULY 3 

READ  Matthew Chapter 12: Stale Religion

READING PROMPT  
In Matthew 12, the Pharisees are so caught up in their religious 
customs and rules that they are unable to love the person in front 
of them. It can often be easy to look down on the Pharisees for 
the lack of love they displayed for those around them, but the 
reality is that we often get caught up in ourselves just as easily. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
Pray for an awareness of those around you. Ask that God would 
remind you of the people in your life you often pass over in the 
midst of your schedule and hurried days.  
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SUNDAY,
JULY 4

READ   Matthew Chapter 13: Sell the Farm

READING PROMPT  
Matthew 13 verses 44-46 paint a vivid image of what it looks like 
to have an accurate understanding of what investing in the king-
dom of God means for how we understand everything around us. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
Pray for a “sell the farm” kind of faith. 
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MONDAY,
JULY 5 

READ   Matthew Chapter 14: Peter Walks on Water

READING PROMPT  
As the disciples encounter Jesus walking on water, Peter jumps 
at the chance to walk on water out to where he had seen Jesus. 
Peter’s walk serves as an example of great faith, and yet the 
moment he falls into the water serves as an example of how easy 
it is to return to a natural human perspective. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
Ask that God would remind you of what a faith-filled perspective 
might look like for you today. 
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TUESDAY,
JULY 6

READ   Matthew Chapter 15: The One And The Many 

READING PROMPT  
In his encounters with the Canaanite woman, the many who he 
heals, and the many who he feeds, Jesus is aware of both the 
individual in front of him and the group as a whole.  

PRAYER PROMPT  
What could it look like to emulate this aspect of Jesus in your life? 
What areas of your life do you focus so much on the group that 
you miss the individuals around you, and in what areas of your 
life might you be so focused on an individual that you lose sight 
of the larger group? Pray that you would be able to walk with an 
awareness of those around you. 
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WEDNESDAY,
JULY 7 

READ   Matthew Chapter 16: The Resurrection and Suffering

READING PROMPT  
After Jesus looks forward to his resurrection, he makes clear that 
suffering in this world finds its context in light of eternity. While 
we might encounter great hardship and difficulty, our hope is 
found in the resurrection of Christ. All that we could gain here in 
this world pales in comparison to the weight of eternity. Similarly, 
everything we may lose here in this world pales in comparison to 
the weight of eternity.

PRAYER PROMPT  
Pray that God would bring comfort to someone you know going 
through a season of great difficulty. 
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THURSDAY,
JULY 8 

READ   Matthew Chapter 17: The Transfiguration

READING PROMPT  
As he witnesses Jesus being transfigured, Peter is so caught up in 
the moment that he offers to set up tents on the mountain. In the 
very moment he makes this suggestion, God reminds the disciples 
of Jesus’ authority and tells them to listen to him. In Peter, we can 
see a glimpse of ourselves. It can be appealing to think of our 
faith as only our own. It can be  as though we believe our interac-
tions with Jesus were intended to be hidden in our story, and we 
often end up keeping who we know Jesus to be to ourselves. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
Our faith was never intended to be limited to what we want from 
it. Faith in Jesus flows into every area of our lives- including our 
relationships. Pray for insight into what it might look like to follow 
and listen to Jesus in areas that might make you uncomfortable. 
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FRIDAY,
JULY 9 

READ   Matthew Chapter 18: The Parable of the Lost Sheep

READING PROMPT  
God’s heart to pursue the one who has gone astray is illustrat-
ed through the parable of the lost sheep in Matthew 18v10-14. 
God’s love doesn’t expire when we choose to run after our own 
way. While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
Perhaps you or someone you know is running after their own way 
right now. Pray that God would work in your heart or in the heart 
of the person that comes to your mind to reveal his glory in a 
poignant way.  
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SATURDAY,
JULY 10 

READ   Matthew Chapter 19: The Rich Young Man

READING PROMPT  
The rich young man illustrates the reality that it can be easy to 
value something more than we value Christ himself. Wether it be 
money, people, or our personal dreams and ambitions, Jesus is 
not interested in being your secondary love. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
What things, people, or dreams might you be valuing more than 
Christ right now? Come to God in confession through prayer 
today, and ask him to reorient your perspective toward him in all 
things. 
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SUNDAY,
JULY 11 

READ   Matthew Chapter 20: Comparison

READING PROMPT  
The first portion of Matthew 20 is a parable about a group of 
workers in a vineyard. In this parable, workers are lovely con-
cerned with measuring the wages they receive based on their 
work. What the workers believed they were entitled to got in the 
way of their contentedness. Their comparison of themselves to the 
other workers robs them of the joy they could have experienced.  

PRAYER PROMPT  
What areas of your life are you lacking contentedness in? Could 
comparison with the people around you be adding to your dis-
contentment? Today, pray for the success and flourishing of the 
people you are most inclined to compare yourself to. 
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MONDAY,
JULY 12 

READ   Matthew Chapter 21: Jesus’ Entrance Makes a Statement

READING PROMPT  
When Jesus enters the city on a donkey, cleanses the temple, and 
curses the fig tree he knows fully well the statement he is making 
to both the crowds and the religious leaders. Jesus is aware that 
his actions will communicate to the masses that he is entering 
Jerusalem as their messianic king. This statement would have 
produced one of two responses; either the people would believe 
that Jesus was who he said he was, or the religious leaders would 
have to confront him about the statement he was making. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
Who do you believe Jesus to be? Do you think he is who he 
claimed to be, or something less? There is no room for placing 
Jesus anywhere in-between. If you’re wrestling through who you 
think Jesus is, prayerfully consider how you would answer this 
question throughout your day. If you are confident in affirming 
that Jesus is who he said he is, pray that the belief of others 
around you would continue to grow. 
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TUESDAY,
JULY 13 

READ   Matthew Chapter 22: Love God and Love Your Neighbor 

READING PROMPT  
When asked about the greatest commandment, Jesus responds 
by saying the greatest commandment is to love God with all of 
your heart, soul, and mind. The second greatest commandment, 
he continues, is to love your neighbor as yourself. When we think 
about loving God, we commonly isolate our love for him to one of 
these three parts of ourselves. Perhaps we think about God often, 
but our hearts aren’t as engaged. Maybe we love God with our 
heart, but our minds have become uninvolved in our love for him. 
In this disproportionate love for God, we are incapable of truly 
loving our neighbor.  

PRAYER PROMPT  
Prayerfully reflect on what part of yourself has been lacking in 
your love for God. Pray that your love for God would overflow 
into how you approach loving those around you. 



25

WEDNESDAY,
JULY 14 

READ   Matthew Chapter 23: White Washed Tombs 

READING PROMPT  
In the twenty-third chapter of Matthew, Jesus confronts the 
Pharisees. At one point, Jesus refers to the Pharisees as “White 
washed tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but within 
are full of dead people’s bones and uncleanness.” These white 
washed tombs would cover the hillsides and, while nice to look 
at, were only covering up the grave-yard that existed within them.  
Jesus’ words to the Pharisees aren’t exactly pulling any punches. 
But as we read about the Pharisees’ hypocrisy and self-righteous-
ness, we should not distance ourselves from them entirely. The 
reality is that we are more similar to the Pharisees in their sin than 
we are to Jesus in his perfection.  

PRAYER PROMPT  
Where in your life could someone refer to you as a “White 
washed tomb” and be correct about you? Pray that God would 
bring life to the parts of you that have seemed to die off. Is your 
heart worn out? Has your trust in meaningful friendships been 
robbed from you? Have your work ethic and motivation seemed 
absent in your life? Ask that Jesus would enter into whatever these 
spaces of your life might be. 
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THURSDAY,
JULY 15 

READ   Matthew Chapter 24: The End Times 

READING PROMPT  
Reading through a portion of Scripture like Matthew 24 can leave 
one feeling confused, expectant, fearful, or eager to dive into 
deep thought. Regardless of what feeling this passage evokes in 
you, our hope is not in the details of how the end times will play 
out. When Jesus says, “Only the Father knows”, he makes the 
point that our confidence isn’t found in the specifics of the end 
times, but in God alone. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
What does it mean to you when you consider the hope we have 
in God alone? Pray that the world would experience the hope 
found only in the gospel of Christ. 
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FRIDAY,
JULY 16 

READ   Matthew Chapter 25: Living on Mission 

READING PROMPT  
In Matthew 25v1-13, we see through the parable that readiness 
is not the result of last minute preparation. In verses 14-30, we 
see that a fear of doing something wrong shouldn’t keep us from 
doing something. And in the remaining section of Matthew 25, it 
is clear that Jesus calls for a lived out faith in the life of the believ-
er. As you read through the 25th chapter of Matthew, reflect on 
what areas of your faith and life you may be reluctant to act in 
out of a fear of failure. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
Pray for boldness in your faith and in your relationships. Ask that 
God would give you discernment in the rooms you enter and in 
the relationships you have with the people around you. 
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SATURDAY,
JULY 17 

READ   Matthew Chapter 26: Impossible Prayers

READING PROMPT  
Jesus’ prayer in Matthew 26v39 reveals much about Jesus, the 
mission of God, the heart of the Father, and so much more. One 
striking thing this prayer reveals is the boldness with which we are 
invited to approach the Father in prayer. Jesus prays what seems 
to be an impossible prayer. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
What impossible things have you given up on asking God for? 
What have you written off in your life? Perhaps the answer won’t 
look like what you might choose on your own, but consider taking 
these things to God in prayer today. 
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MONDAY,
JULY 18 

READ   Matthew Chapter 27: Barabbas 

READING PROMPT  
The story of the crowds choosing to have Barabbas released 
and Jesus crucified is heart breaking. Here in this passage, the 
righteous and sinless one takes the place of the prisoner so that 
the prisoner may go free. This is the reality not just for Barabbas, 
but for ourselves as well. By grace through faith, Jesus takes our 
place so that we may be free from the weight of our sin. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
Today, reflect on the sacrifice Jesus made on your behalf with 
godly sorrow. The story of the crucifixion is weighty- and rightfully 
so. Nevertheless, in this deep sorrow we are also met with a re-
markable hope through the story of the cross. Prayerfully mourn 
and rejoice in the truth of the cross today. 



30

TUESDAY,
JULY 19 

READ   Matthew Chapter 28: The Great Commission 

READING PROMPT  
Jesus commands his followers to make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey all that he had command-
ed them. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
Pray that God’s name would be known in every nation, that peo-
ple would believe in the truth of who Jesus is. 
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