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READING PLAN 
PURPOSE

One person said, “Christianity is not primarily about lifestyle 
change; it is about knowing God.” In our reading the gospels, we 
see an aspect of who God is that we are incapable of finding else-
where. The gospels reveal who God is personally. Walking through 
one of the gospel accounts will do this, but as we read the four 
accounts found in Scripture, we see how God chose to reveal him-
self to his people. Each gospel reveals who Jesus is from a different 
vantage point. From the four gospel accounts, we get a picture of 
Jesus’ life and person. If we have seen Jesus, we have seen the 
Father; seeing Jesus in each of the gospel accounts enables us to 
engage with God personally throughout our lives. This reading plan 
will walk through the four gospel accounts in an effort to see how 
Jesus’ story interrupts our own.
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JOHN

OVERVIEW 

John writes in chapter 20, “Now Jesus did many other signs in the 
presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but 
these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” 
Everything John writes in his gospel account is oriented toward an-
swering the question, “Who is Jesus?” Through reflection on this 
question, we are able to deepen our understanding of the life of Je-
sus and the implications his life has on our own. The gospel of John 
leads us deeper into belief as we think through who we understand 
Jesus to be. 
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THURSDAY,
APRIL 22 

READ  John Chapter 1: Who is Jesus?

READING PROMPT  
In the first chapter of John, characters refer to Jesus using several 
different names. Jesus is referred to as the Word, the Lamb of 
God, Rabbi, the King of Israel, and so on. Throughout the first 
chapter, John is drawing the reader into the mystery of who Jesus 
is. How can so many people refer to him with such weighty titles? 
Who could this man be? Why do people think he’s such a big 
deal? John invites his reader to think through these questions, 
and throughout the rest of his gospel account he aims to look into 
what answers might be suitable for such a character.  

PRAYER PROMPT  
Reflect on how you have answered the question, “Who is Jesus?” 
throughout your life. Prayerfully invite the Holy Spirit to speak 
through his word into how you answer this question today and 
into what your answer might mean for your life. Take a moment 
to read through the first chapter again as you ask the Spirit to 
draw your focus to one Jesus’ specific titles, then spend a moment 
praising God for this reality of who Jesus is, and ask him to reveal 
what it might mean for your day today. 
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FRIDAY,
APRIL 23 

READ  John Chapter 2: Jesus Wasn’t Caught Up In Religion.

READING PROMPT  
Religious rituals and customs were at the center of the Jewish culture. 
The water jars would have been used to accomplish these Jewish 
requirements, so when Jesus works a miracle in this chapter, he is 
simultaneously reworking how we think about the way we relate 
to God. Later in the chapter, Jesus cleanses the temple as he calls 
out the flaws in a religious and stagnant approach to God. As you 
read the second chapter of John, think through what Jesus might be 
reworking in how we think about approaching God.

PRAYER PROMPT  
Today as you read, pray that the Spirit would reveal to you the 
ways you’ve been trying to earn God’s approval throughout your 
life. In what areas are you striving and wearing yourself out as an 
attempt to please him? Pray that Jesus’ grace would flood these 
areas of your life, and that you may experience freedom in the 
gospel. 
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SATURDAY,
APRIL 24 

READ  John Chapter 3: Jesus, the Son of God

READING PROMPT  
In the third chapter of John, Jesus looks back at Scripture and 
forward to what his own life will entail. As you read through the 
third chapter of John, reflect on who Jesus is, and what it means 
for the world as a whole. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
Prayerfully respond to the love that was expressed toward you 
and this world as John 3 recounts.
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SUNDAY,
APRIL 25

READ  John Chapter 4: Valuing the One in Front of You 

READING PROMPT  
Throughout John 4, notice how Jesus interacts with the people 
around him regardless of their status. Jesus has a conversation with 
a woman (abnormal in his culture and time), then he talks with his 
disciples, and later responds to an official’s plea for help. Jesus is 
present with the people in front of him regardless of what they have 
to offer him and without a concern for what the social implications 
might be.  

PRAYER PROMPT  
Pray for God to draw your mind toward the people in your life you 
have an opportunity to communicate God’s love to, regardless of 
what they might have to offer you. 
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MONDAY,
APRIL 26

READ  John Chapter 5: The Father is the Source of Jesus’ 
Strength and Authority

READING PROMPT  
As Jesus interacts with the man at the gate, the religious leaders 
are concerned once again with the religious regulations and 
rituals. Jesus, however, continues to walk with greater concern 
for people than he does for procedures. As this passage unfolds, 
reflect on what authority Jesus appeals to. Whether you find your-
self resting or in a hurry today, think through whose authority you 
are looking to for your strength. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
Busyness and hurriedness often distract us from the presence of 
God in the spaces we enter, and yet rest can do the very same 
thing. Regardless of what today holds for you, take a moment to 
pray for an awareness of God’s presence throughout your day. 
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TUESDAY,
APRIL 27

READ  John Chapter 6: Loving Jesus for who He is More Than for 
What He Does 

READING PROMPT  
After the feeding of the five thousand in John 6, Jesus will point 
out the tendency in people to value what he can do for them more 
than they value him for who he is. As you read through the sixth 
chapter of John, focus on the weight of who Jesus is, and what it 
might mean for your life beyond the immediate benefits that come 
from following him. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
Spend a moment praising God for who he is, then prayerfully 
reflect on what your prayers typically look like. If you have al-
lowed God to become a resource you use to try to get him to do 
what you want, consider entering into a time of surrendering your 
desires as you ask God to mold you more into his likeness. 
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WEDNESDAY,
APRIL 28 

READ  John Chapter 7: Do Not Judge by Appearances

READING PROMPT  
In verse 24 of John 7, Jesus challenges the Jewish leaders to judge 
not by appearance, but by right judgement. This challenge to the 
Jewish leaders still confronts our culture today. So often, we are 
compelled to judge a situation, person, or idea right away based 
on the appearance alone. How, then, are we supposed to make 
good and right judgement calls? In verse 17, Jesus says, “If any-
one’s will is to do God’s will, he will know whether the teaching is 
from God or whether I am speaking on my own authority.” Jesus 
is claiming that the difference between falling into judging a book 
by its cover and walking with healthy discernment begins with a 
battle over our desires. In John 7, we can see the difficulty that our 
own desires can present in how we think through good and right 
judgement calls. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
As you pray through John 7 today, ask God to rework your desires 
to be aligned with his heart for this world. In the moments our 
will is aligned with Christ’s, we are offered a perspective toward 
people, situations, and ideas that we could never have understood 
on our own. In the aligning of our will to Christ’s, we gain a new 
vantage point altogether. 
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THURSDAY,
APRIL 29

READ  John Chapter 8: Jesus and the Father are one

READING PROMPT  
The God of the Old Testament and the Jesus we see in the New 
Testament are often perceived as independent from one another. 
In the eighth chapter of John, Jesus makes it clear that this is far 
from the truth. Throughout this chapter, Jesus’ words remind us 
that he is, and has been, connected to the Father in all things. In 
this relationship shared between the Father and the Son, we are 
able to see that Jesus is not just some good guy and the Father is 
not just the angry and vengeful god that people make him out to 
be. The Father is incredibly involved in the redemption narrative 
of humanity, and the Son is united to the powerful Creator-God 
we see in the Old Testament.

PRAYER PROMPT  
Today as you pray, praise God for the beauty in his united plan 
for humanity’s redemption, and for how the Father, Son, and 
Spirit work toward the flourishing of humanity through the life of 
Jesus.  
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FRIDAY,
APRIL 30

READ  John Chapter 9: God is Glorified

READING PROMPT  
As Jesus encounters a suffering blind man, it can be easy to read 
his words as though Jesus is claiming that suffering exists for 
God’s glory. Jesus’ point, however, is more aimed at the glory 
God will receive through this man’s healing- and the conversa-
tions that will follow. Through this man’s encounter with Jesus as 
his healer, Jesus is also able to speak about the realities of spiritu-
al arrogance in those who think they have God figured out. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
Our pride in thinking we know more about God than we do can 
often get in the way of seeing more of who God actually is. Pray 
for a humble spirit in how you think about God. In our willingness 
to admit we are blinded to many things, Jesus often works to 
reveal more of who he is. 
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SATURDAY,
MAY 1

READ  John Chapter 10: The Good Shepherd 

READING PROMPT  
Much of chapter 10 is made up of Jesus’ words defining himself 
as the Good Shepherd. In this passage, we see what it looks like 
for a shepherd to care for his flock. As you read, pay attention to 
the concern a good shepherd bears for the flock, and how that 
might resemble how Christ has cared for you throughout your life. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
Spend a moment writing out a list of how God has cared for you 
throughout your life. Once you have a list, pray through it as you 
thank and praise God for what he’s done in your life. 
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SUNDAY,
MAY 2

READ  John Chapter 11: The Promise of the Resurrection

READING PROMPT  
As chapter 11 unfolds, we see Jesus’ response to the reality of 
his friend’s death. In verse 25, we see that in Christ we are not 
offered complete avoidance of pain and suffering here on Earth, 
but we are offered a resurrection. And in Jesus’ response and 
presence throughout the chapter we get to see that, when we 
do find ourselves in seasons of difficulty, grief, and mourning, 
our grief does not have to be in competition with our faith. Jesus 
reveals how deep mourning and complete trust in God can exist 
alongside one another. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
If you are in a difficult time where you have found yourself griev-
ing and mourning, set aside time to bring your hurt to God in 
prayer. If you are not in a season of mourning or grief, pray for 
someone you know who is going through a difficult time.
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MONDAY,
MAY 3 

READ  John Chapter 12: True Belief

READING PROMPT  
Throughout John 12, we see the examples of the varying forms of 
belief in Mary, the crowd, and the religious leaders. These exam-
ples show us what belief can look like when we’re all in, when we 
go along with the faith of the people around us, and when we 
stand in opposition to God. As you reflect on the different forms of 
belief throughout the chapter, think through what Jesus reveals of 
true belief in 12v44-50

PRAYER PROMPT  
Prayerfully invite God into your belief. If you sense an aspect of un-
belief in yourself, ask God to help you in the building of true faith. 
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TUESDAY,
MAY 4 

READ  John Chapter 13: Loving Service

READING PROMPT  
Jesus encourages his disciples toward serving others in love, but 
does so by first serving them as he washes their feet. In this chap-
ter, take note of the humble service Jesus lives into as he washes 
the feet of the disciples. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
What are practical ways you could serve those around you? As 
you pray about what opportunities you may have to act in loving 
service, pray with a closer circle of people around you in mind.
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WEDNESDAY,
MAY 5 

READ  John Chapter 14: The Way, the Truth, and the Life  

READING PROMPT  
In the fourteenth chapter of John, Jesus makes clear that the way 
to the Father is through him alone. In this chapter, notice how the 
Father, Son, and Spirit are united in their mission in this world.   

PRAYER PROMPT  
Pray that the name of Jesus would go out into the world, and that 
people would believe in the good news of the gospel. 



18

THURSDAY,
MAY 6 

READ  John Chapter 15: Abiding

READING PROMPT  
Abiding in Christ can often be perceived as a hyper spiritual act 
when you turn everything else around you off and sit in silence for 
a few hours. Yet, abiding is more realistically a way of walking 
through life with an awareness of God’s presence in each and every 
moment.

PRAYER PROMPT  
Today, pray as you go through the more mundane moments as you 
invite God to show you where he is in each moment of your day. 
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FRIDAY,
MAY 7 

READ  John Chapter 16: The Holy Spirit 

READING PROMPT  
As Jesus talks about the Holy Spirit, he points to the Holy Spirit 
convicting the world concerning sin, righteousness, and judge-
ment. He also points to the Holy Spirit’s guidance of his people 
toward truth, and his work toward the glory of Jesus. As you 
read, reflect on how you have responded to the Holy Spirit in 
each of these areas. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
Pray for an increased awareness of how the Holy Spirit is working 
in your heart and mind around each of the areas Jesus references 
throughout John 16. 
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SATURDAY,
MAY 8 

READ  John Chapter 17: Jesus Prays 

READING PROMPT  
Jesus’ prayer in John 17 offers us a unique glimpse into the 
relationship between the Father and the Son. In this window into 
how the Father and Son relate to one another, we see in v20 that 
Jesus asks the Father that those who believe in him would experi-
ence unity with one another and with God in a remarkable way. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
Pray that belief would increase throughout the world, and that 
believers would experience unity in Christ throughout the world. 
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SUNDAY,
MAY 9 

READ  John Chapter 18: Judas, Peter, and Pilate

READING PROMPT  
The passive interactions of Judas, Peter, and Pilate can be difficult 
to read through. It can be hard to imagine a close friend acting 
in such betrayal, and even more difficult to imagine that betrayal 
to be against the Son of God. Yet, in Judas, Peter, and in Pilate 
we are offered a glimpse into the moments we ourselves live into 
a passive faith. There are moments we value wealth, status, and 
comfort far more than we do the name of Jesus and the potential 
repercussions that come alongside identifying in his name.

PRAYER PROMPT  
Today as you pray, reflect on the moments you have been more 
concerned with what the people around you might think than 
what God might think of you.
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MONDAY,
MAY 10 

READ  John Chapter 19: The Crucifixion 

READING PROMPT  
When the crucifixion is thought about, the resurrection is almost 
always in the next sentence. Today as you read, allow yourself to 
stop at the crucifixion and feel the weight of the moment the Son 
of God died. When the weight of Christ’s death is increased, the 
weight of the resurrection is increased as well. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
Prayerfully mourn and grieve the death of Christ on behalf of 
humanity’s sin. 
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TUESDAY,
MAY 11 

READ  John Chapter 20: The Resurrection 

READING PROMPT  
The resurrection of Jesus is one of the focal points of the Christian 
faith. The hope of our future resurrection finds itself secured in the 
reality of Christ’s resurrection from death. It is in light of this resur-
rection John attributes the purpose of his writing altogether.  

PRAYER PROMPT  
Praise God for the resurrection of Jesus and for the hope of our 
resurrection in Christ.
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WEDNESDAY,
MAY 12 

READ  John Chapter 21: Follow Me

READING PROMPT  
In verses 15-22 of John 21, John is caught up in comparison with 
Peter and is distracted from what Jesus has for him. Jesus re-
sponds by reminding John to focus on following him rather than 
being occupied by what god has for others around him. In this 
final chapter of John, we are reminded that the focus in this life is 
not intended to be comparison or judgment of what others have 
been called into, but to follow Jesus with everything we have.  
PRAYER PROMPT  
Ask God to reveal the distractions in your life so that you might 
be able to be more aware of what it looks like for you to focus on 
following him. As things come to mind, ask God to give you the 
power and presence to value him above all things. 
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LUKE

OVERVIEW 

The narrative of Luke has a consistent focus on what God has done 
and continues to do as it emphasizes the upside-down nature of 
the kingdom of God, the journey of Christ, and the embodiment of 
God’s purpose through Jesus. As you read through Luke’s account 
of the gospel, allow yourself to be encouraged and challenged in 
your faith. 
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THURSDAY,
MAY 13

READ  Luke Chapter 1: Mary’s Song

READING PROMPT  
Choosing the words to launch Luke’s account of the gospel would 
have taken a massive amount of intention and thoughtfulness. As 
writings were produced on scrolls in Luke’s culture and time, the 
first portion of writing would have served to set up his gospel ac-
count as a whole. In Chapter 1v3, Luke makes clear the motive to 
present an orderly account of Jesus’s life here on Earth. In verses 
46-55 he expands on some major themes through Mary’s song. 
In Mary’s song, we get a taste of what will follow throughout the 
book of Luke. In these verses, almost every verb points to God’s 
action as Luke illustrates the upside-down nature of the kingdom 
of God, and speaks of Jesus as the embodiment and interpreter 
of God’s mission. As you read through the first chapter of Luke, 
think through what Luke might be looking to as he recounts the 
greatest story ever told.

PRAYER PROMPT  
As you read today, pray that God would make his story refresh-
ing to you. If you have been in a season where God’s word has 
seemed monotonous or you have grown numb to Scripture, pray 
that God would move through his word in a striking way. If you 
are in a season where you cannot get enough of his word, pray 
that God would continue to move in you as you read through 
Luke’s account of the gospel. 
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FRIDAY,
MAY 14 

READ  Luke Chapter 2: The Humble King

READING PROMPT  
In the second chapter of Luke, the great move of God looked 
to in chapter one comes in the form of an infant. As you read 
through Jesus’ birth and childhood, think through the humility of 
our God to come to the earth in the way he did. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
Pray for humility in Christ. 
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SATURDAY,
MAY 15

READ  Luke Chapter 3: John the Baptist

READING PROMPT  
As you read through Luke 3, pay attention to the strength of John 
the Baptist’s faith despite any opposition he comes up against.

PRAYER PROMPT  
Pray for a boldness in your faith regardless of what it might cost 
you.
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SUNDAY,
MAY 16 

READ  Luke Chapter 4: Jesus’ Mission

READING PROMPT  
Luke 4, verses 18-19 mark the beginning of Jesus’ ministry here 
on Earth. As you read through this chapter, think of what this 
mission might mean for us, and what it might look like for us to be 
involved in what God has been doing in this world. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
Pray for opportunities to get involved in Jesus’ mission here on 
earth, and ask God to show you what it could look like to join him 
as he moves throughout our city and world. 
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MONDAY,
MAY 17

READ  Luke Chapter 5: The Disciples Follow Jesus 

READING PROMPT  
The Disciples are in awe of Jesus they interact with him while fish-
ing., and, after their encounter, they leave everything to follow 
him. While you read through this chapter of Luke, ask yourself if 
you have the kind of faith that would abandon all to follow after 
Christ. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
Pray that God would strengthen your faith, and that he would 
show you what your next faith steps might look like. 
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TUESDAY,
MAY 18 

READ   Luke Chapter 6: Jesus as our Foundation 

READING PROMPT  
The sixth chapter in Luke walks through the beatitudes, an un-
healthy focus on religious practices (like the sabbath), loving our 
enemies, judging others, and fruitfulness in life. In each of these 
moments, Jesus is pointing toward himself as our foundation. 
When we build our life on our abilities and skillsets, we are sure 
to watch as our life is swept away at the sign of trouble or difficul-
ty. Centering our life on Jesus is the way we build our life on the 
firm foundation. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
As you pray today, ask God to reveal to you the things in life you 
are dependent on for contentment. Prayerfully consider what it 
might look like for you to have God as the center and foundation 
of your life. 
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WEDNESDAY,
MAY 19

READ  Luke Chapter 7: Jesus’ Mission Continued 

READING PROMPT  
Verses 22-23 in Luke 7 recall what Jesus proclaimed in Luke 4v18-
19, and as chapter seven progresses, Jesus’ mission to see people 
saved by his grace through faith is revealed. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
What would it look like for you to get involved with the mission of 
Jesus in your city? Take a moment to pray into how God is moving 
in your area, and to prayerfully reflect on what it could look like 
to partner with him in what he is already doing. 
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THURSDAY,
MAY 20 

READ   Luke Chapter 8: Good Soil 

READING PROMPT  
As you read through Luke 8, ask yourself if your heart for the 
word is mostly like the path, the rock, the thorns, or the good soil 
described in verses 4-15.

PRAYER PROMPT  
Pray that God would soften your heart for the word of God. 
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FRIDAY,
MAY 21

READ  Luke Chapter 9: Take up Your Cross and Follow Me

READING PROMPT  
In this chapter, Jesus says, “If anyone would come after me, let 
him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.” 

PRAYER PROMPT  
Pray for a faith that follows after Christ regardless of the cost.
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SATURDAY,
MAY 22 

READ   Luke Chapter 10: The Person of Jesus Means More Than 
the Power of Jesus

READING PROMPT  
When the 72 return to Jesus in Luke 10v17-20, they rejoice more 
in the promise of heaven with Jesus than they do the power they 
had in Jesus’ name. It can often be easy to allow ourselves to 
value the benefits of the kingdom of God more than the God of 
the kingdom. Today, ask yourself if time with Jesus is as valuable 
to you as what Jesus could offer you in his power. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
Pray that your heart would be more hungry for Jesus himself than 
what Jesus could do for you.
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SUNDAY,
MAY 23

READ  Luke Chapter 11: The Lord’s Prayer 

READING PROMPT  
The Lord’s prayer is often read through quickly, as it has become 
so familiar to people who have heard it before. Today, read 
through the Lord’s prayer as though you haven’t read through or 
heard it before.

PRAYER PROMPT  
Set aside a moment of time to slowly pray through the Lord’s 
prayer. 
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MONDAY,
MAY 24 

READ   Luke Chapter 12: Eternal Perspective

READING PROMPT  
It is often easier to focus on the immediate than to consider the 
long term. Throughout Luke 12, Jesus is calling his followers to 
consider what investments will outlast retirement. As you read 
through Jesus’ words, think through what investment you’re mak-
ing with your time, talents and finances. Is eternity with Christ as 
much of a priority in your life as your comfort is? 

PRAYER PROMPT  
Pray that your eagerness for eternity with Christ would grow 
within you. 
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TUESDAY,
MAY 25

READ   Luke Chapter 13: Urgency in the Kingdom of God 

READING PROMPT  
Reading through Luke 13 can almost seem saddening or con-
cerning. Yet in this chapter, Jesus is stressing the urgency and 
immediacy of the Kingdom of God. Our eternity spent with God is 
something we choose to live into or avoid today. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
Pray that life lived toward the kingdom of God would be on your 
mind in each interaction you have today. 
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WEDNESDAY,
MAY 26 

READ   Luke Chapter 14: The Value of Discipleship

READING PROMPT  
Luke 14, verses 26-27 contain a striking statement about one’s 
love of family. Far more than being a statement about family rela-
tionships, these verses are getting at the point that being a disci-
ple of Christ has a massive impact on one’s identity, loyalties, and 
social ties. The value we place on discipleship produces a concern 
for the kingdom of God that far outweighs any cultural value. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
Pray over the things you care deeply about that are tied to your 
culture. What might be preventing you from living fully into your 
identity as a disciple of Christ? 
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THURSDAY,
MAY 27

READ  Luke Chapter 15: The Prodigal  

READING PROMPT  
So often, we can just assume that people are ‘too far gone’ for 
the Spirit to work in their hearts. Luke 15 shows us that Jesus 
cares deeply for the one who has gone astray.

PRAYER PROMPT  
Today as you pray, intercede on behalf of the person in your life 
that seems ‘too far gone.’ 
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FRIDAY,
MAY 28 

READ   Luke Chapter 16: Two Masters 

READING PROMPT  
Through the parable of the dishonest manager, Jesus makes the 
point that you cannot serve two masters, and you cannot serve 
both God and money.

PRAYER PROMPT  
Pray over what masters you might be serving above Jesus in life 
right now. Where are you looking for validation and security? Ask 
God to show you what it looks like to serve him above all else. 
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SATURDAY,
MAY 29

READ   Luke Chapter 17: Pay Attention to Yourself 

READING PROMPT  
We naturally tend to care about ourselves more than others. In 
verse 3 of Luke 17, Jesus encourages his disciples to pay attention 
to themselves so that they would avoid causing others to fall into 
temptation. So much of our culture is centered on the next best 
thing and one-upping each other. But Jesus urges his followers to 
avoid living as though we are bait for the people around us to 
chase after, and instead live in a way that points them toward a 
gospel-centered life.  

PRAYER PROMPT  
Today as you pray, confess to God the things you’ve wanted 
others to notice about you. In honesty with God, pray through the 
things you want others to envy. As you pray through these things, 
surrender to God your desire for others’ approval, and ask God 
to give you the restraint to serve those around you by living with a 
healthy awareness of yourself. 
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SUNDAY,
MAY 30 

READ   Luke Chapter 18: The Rich Ruler 

READING PROMPT  
In the story of the rich ruler, we see a person who had done ev-
erything he could in an attempt to earn the reward of eternal life, 
and yet still valued his wealth more than life with Christ.  

PRAYER PROMPT  
In prayer, ask God to reveal the things you value most in this life. 
Pray through what it would look like to use those things for the 
glory of Christ rather than your own immediate benefit. 
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MONDAY,
MAY 31

READ   Luke Chapter 19: A Humble Entrance

READING PROMPT  
Much of the gospel of Luke highlights Jesus’ journey from Galilee 
to Jerusalem. In this chapter, Jesus finally arrives at Jerusalem 
and enters the city in an incredibly humble way. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
Thank God for his heart for humanity, and his willingness to love 
us in such a humble way. 
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TUESDAY,
JUNE 1 

READ   Luke Chapter 20: The Image of God

READING PROMPT  
As the religious leaders attempt to trap Jesus with a question 
about taxes and the authority of Caesar, they are caught by sur-
prise when Jesus responds by saying, “Then render to Caesar the 
things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 
Jesus’ words would have been striking as coins and money had 
the image of Caesar on them, but mankind has been made in the 
image of God. When Jesus makes this statement, he’s calling for 
a life that is holistically devoted to God.  

PRAYER PROMPT  
As you pray today, pray that your life would be a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to God (Romans 12v1).
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WEDNESDAY,
JUNE 2

READ   Luke Chapter 21: A Generous Heart

READING PROMPT  
The story of the widow’s offering captures the reality that God is 
not impressed by large checks or grandiose gestures. God is far 
more concerned with the state of the heart than he is the outward 
appearance. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
Reflect on your heart before God. Have you been trying to im-
press him or others with public appearances, or have you come to 
him in humble adoration. Today, pray that your affections would 
be pointed toward God in all things, regardless of appearances. 
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THURSDAY,
JUNE 3 

READ  Luke Chapter 22: Communion and Priorities

READING PROMPT  
Right after Jesus has communion with the disciples, they are 
caught up in a debate about which one of them is the greatest. 
It’s almost comical, and yet can be so easy to fall into ourselves. 
We can have a moment in prayer with the Holy Spirit, only to fol-
low it up by comparing ourselves to others for the rest of the day. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
Pray for a kingdom-centered focus that outweighs a focus on 
yourself today. 
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FRIDAY,
JUNE 4

READ  Luke Chapter 23: The Criminal on the Cross 

READING PROMPT  
In the final moments leading up to Jesus’ death, Jesus chose 
to spend a moment of his time listening and responding to the 
criminal on the other cross. In this interaction we see that Jesus 
continued to have a high value for the people in front of him even 
to his death, and we see that it is never too late to respond to the 
gospel. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
Pray that you would be aware of the people in front of you 
regardless of the things going on in your life, and consider the 
grace of God displayed on the cross in prayer. 



49

SATURDAY,
JUNE 5 

READ   Luke Chapter 24: The Resurrection

READING PROMPT  
Through the resurrection, we see that Jesus is who he says he is. 

PRAYER PROMPT  
Rejoice in the resurrection of Jesus today. 
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MARK
 
OVERVIEW 

Mark is written towards a primarily non-Jewish audience and is in-
credibly action-oriented. Jesus is understood as the Messiah and 
Son of God, whose death and resurrection paid the penalty for 
our sins and achieved victory over Satan, sin, and death. With this 
joyful announcement comes the call to all believers for faith and 
cross-bearing discipleship.

The first half of Mark’s gospel highlights the identity of Jesus as 
Messiah and Son of God. The second half (beginning in Mark 8:31) 
emphasizes the mission of Jesus as the suffering servant of the Lord. 
Shockingly, the Messiah is not here to conquer the Roman legions 
but to suffer and die as an atoning sacrifice for sins. Mark writes to 
show that Jesus’ crucifixion does not negate his claim to be the Mes-
siah, but rather affirms it! His faithfulness to this mission becomes the 
model for all discipleship. Following Jesus means denying yourself, 
taking up your cross, and following him.
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SUNDAY,
JUNE 6

READ   Mark Chapter 1: The Arrival

READING PROMPT  
In this first chapter of Mark, notice the identity of Jesus being es-
tablished as both the long awaited Messiah, and the Son of God. 
It is the authority of Jesus - to heal, restore, cast out demons, for-
give and teach - that reveals the truth of his nature and character 
to everyone who encounters him.

PRAYER PROMPT  
How have you seen the nature and character of God revealed in 
your life? Through teaching (the Bible, sermons, etc.)? Through 
prayer? Through healing? Through experiencing forgiveness or 
freedom from demonic oppression? Spend a few minutes in grati-
tude, writing out how you have seen God’s nature and character 
in your life.
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MONDAY,
JUNE 7 

READ   Mark Chapter 2: The Outcasts

READING PROMPT  
As you read the second chapter of Mark, pay attention to who is 
offended by what Jesus says and does, and who responds with 
joy and celebration.

PRAYER PROMPT  
Jesus says, “Healthy people don’t need a doctor - sick people 
do. I have not come to call those who think they are righteous, 
but those who know they are sinners.” In our culture, we always 
want to believe we are the “good guys” or the heroes in every 
story. Yet the people who truly delight in the presence of God 
are almost never the stereotypical “heroes.” As you consider this 
chapter, which character(s) do you most see yourself in? Why do 
you believe that to be the case?
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TUESDAY,
JUNE 8

READ   Mark Chapter 3: The Calling 

READING PROMPT  
Jesus spends the majority of this chapter bringing freedom to 
people - healing disease and deformity, casting out demons and 
restoring wholeness to lives - but he does this in the face of op-
position from the religious, confusion from his family and amidst 
accusations that he is possessed by the devil. As you read, pay 
attention to how Jesus is able to continually assert the truth of his 
identity and mission as being grounded in his identity in God.

PRAYER PROMPT  
Invite God to remind you of your identity in him alone today. Ask 
him to show you how your value, mission and purpose on this 
earth are grounded in him alone. Speak the truth aloud of being 
a daughter or son of the King and practice reminding yourself 
today that you are not what you do; you are not what you have, 
and you are not what others say that you are. You are a chosen, 
loved and desired child of God!
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WEDNESDAY,
JUNE 9 

READ   Mark Chapter 4: The Parables

READING PROMPT  
Across this chapter, Jesus teaches to the masses in parables; sto-
ries used to explain or illustrate incredible kingdom truths. Verses 
10-13 are the hinge for the entire chapter as Jesus explains that 
everything he says and does can only be understood in light of 
God himself. We see that to know and hear God one must live a 
life that is both surrendered to him and spent actively listening for 
his voice.

PRAYER PROMPT  
We don’t somehow “solve” God, instead we learn more and 
more about his nature and character as we examine the life of Je-
sus and spend time in his presence. Today, set aside some time to 
simply be still in the presence of God. Allow yourself to rest here, 
with no agenda or hurry and see how God speaks to you (and 
yes, it’s ok if you don’t “hear” anything, this is part of a life-long 
practice).
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THURSDAY,
JUNE 10

READ   Mark Chapter 5: The Power

READING PROMPT  
We see Jesus healing both out of mercy and in response to faith, 
and often it is the unexpected people (the outsiders) who receive 
this healing. Why do you think it’s the “insiders” who seem to 
miss what Jesus is doing, even as he preaches, heals and serves 
the people he encounters?

PRAYER PROMPT  
It’s easy to mock the Pharisees and the religious of Jesus’ time as 
we read of their arrogance and ignorance. But how often are we 
the arrogant and ignorant? How easy is it for us to believe we are 
the ones who have it “solved” and are doing it “right?” Set aside 
some time today and pray through Psalm 139:23-24 // Search 
me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious 
thoughts. Point out anything in me that offends you, and lead me 
along the path of everlasting life. Allow the Spirit to reveal any 
pride or arrogance you may be harboring and not even aware of 
in your life. Then spend a few minutes in confession and repen-
tance, allowing God to heal and encourage you!
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FRIDAY,
JUNE 11 

READ   Mark Chapter 6: The Authority

READING PROMPT  
This chapter highlights Jesus walking in the full authority of God 
as we see his absolute dominion over all teaching, every piece of 
nature, every sickness, disease and evil spirits. Mark wants there 
to be absolutely no doubt in his reader’s minds that Jesus is fully 
God and that there is nothing beyond his power nor outside his 
authority.

PRAYER PROMPT  
Where in your life do you need to see the power and authority of 
God move in a new way? This same power that Jesus walked in 
is available to his people, to you and I, today through the Holy 
Spirit! In prayer today, invite God into those areas of frustration, 
struggle, hurt, addiction, pain or sin. He is our healer, our hope, 
our provider and our protector, yesterday, today and forever. 
Allow some time to simply sit in that truth as you pray today.
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SATURDAY,
JUNE 12

READ   Mark Chapter 7: The Hypocrites

READING PROMPT  
In this segment, we see the character of God revealed through 
Jesus, in a series of encounters with people at opposite ends of 
the social, economic and political spectrum. Again, it is the proud 
who are humbled, and the humble who are lifted up. It is the 
arrogant who are called out, and the unassuming who are called 
up! The only time Jesus is declared as “Lord” in Mark’s entire 
gospel, it comes from the lips of a Gentile woman - someone who 
would have been unseen at best, and hated at worst. Notice that 
God doesn’t just see the people society ignores, he actively uses 
them to advance his kingdom on earth!

PRAYER PROMPT  
Ask the Spirit to open your eyes to the people you tend to move 
right past in your daily life. Is it a cashier? The crossing guard? A 
coworker? The person on the corner with the sign asking for help? 
Whoever it is, ask that the Spirit would help you truly see them 
as an image bearer of God and then honor and dignify them 
accordingly.
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SUNDAY,
JUNE 13 

READ   Mark Chapter 8: The Pivot

READING PROMPT  
Chapter 8 is the pivot for Mark’s gospel. Jesus identity as the 
Messiah is finally declared by those closest to him! But the mo-
ment Jesus begins to explain that part of his calling is to die, those 
same followers begin to lecture him! It is clear they don’t yet 
understand what the way of the cross is, or what it will ultimately 
cost to follow Jesus.

PRAYER PROMPT  
Even with the full Word of God in front of us, how often do we 
still find ourselves “lecturing” God when we don’t understand his 
plans, or when he isn’t operating on our time table? Jesus makes 
it clear that following Him is not for the faint of heart! Take some 
time in prayer today and ask God what it could look like for you 
to “lose your life” for the sake of Christ and Gospel. Is there 
something he is inviting you to surrender? O perhaps it’s some-
thing he wants you to step into, to begin doing, as you follow 
Him.
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MONDAY,
JUNE 14

READ   Mark Chapter 9: The Prediction 

READING PROMPT  
Across this chapter, Jesus explains and models what the Kingdom 
of God looks like as it breaks into the world. There is incredible 
freedom and incredible power, but there is also incredible cost. In 
spite of hearing the words of Jesus and watching his example, the 
disciples continue to misunderstand the purpose and power in this 
new kingdom.

PRAYER PROMPT  
At some level our faith is always shaped and influenced by things 
like our culture, background, family of origin and upbringing. This 
is not a bad thing, but we always want to bounce those beliefs 
and understandings off of God’s Word and see if they match 
up. As you read the words of Jesus, how would you describe the 
kingdom he explains? Is that how you would have described it? 
Allow a few moments for God to show you anywhere your vision 
for his kingdom doesn’t align with his vision, and then ask for a 
refreshed perspective as you move into your day.



60

TUESDAY,
JUNE 15 

READ   Mark Chapter 10: The Upside Down Kingdom

READING PROMPT  
The Kingdom of God is often described as being the “upside 
down kingdom” because it reverses nearly every value system 
our kingdoms operate by. It values serving over titles, generosity 
over acquisition and humans inherently have value as an image 
bearer of God, not because of their position in society or their 
possessions. As you read this chapter notice how Jesus elevates 
the status of people who had none, and turns the values of the 
culture upside down!

PRAYER PROMPT  
Take some time today to write out what your personal values 
are and what you see valued in our culture, city and the Church. 
What things or ideas sit in positions of influence in your own mind 
and heart, and in the spaces around you? Celebrate the things 
you see that match up with the words and actions of Jesus in this 
chapter and look for ways to bring those things to life throughout 
your day.
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WEDNESDAY,
JUNE 16

READ   Mark Chapter 11: The Arrival 

READING PROMPT  
As Jesus enters Jerusalem, people’s expectations of him reach a 
fever pitch. The disciples are planning for their future roles on his 
staff, the people see a savior who will free them and the religious 
elite see a threat to their faith and lifestyle. Yet, Jesus conforms to 
no-one’s expectations of him, instead declaring his royal authority 
over the temple and the Church.

PRAYER PROMPT  
Expectations are not a bad thing, but often we go through life 
without ever examining what are underlying expectations are. 
When you think of God and his role in your life, what expectations 
do you have of him? What do you believe he can do, and what do 
you think he should be doing? Pray through those things. Are they 
based in scripture? If so, where do you see them? If not, why do 
you think you believe them?
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THURSDAY,
JUNE 17

READ   Mark Chapter 12: The Most Important Commandment

READING PROMPT  
In this chapter, the religious leaders confront Jesus at every turn 
in an attempt to trip him up, prove he is not the Messiah and dis-
credit him with the people. However, they are continually thwart-
ed as the power of Jesus’ teaching is undeniable. There is no 
topic he does not speak with authority to, and no sleight of hand 
nor trick of language can disprove the truth of who he is.

PRAYER PROMPT  
Allow yourself to examine the truth that Jesus is who he says he 
is. If he truly is our savior, redeemer and lord over all of creation, 
time and space, what does that mean for you today? How does 
that change how you make decision today? What about how you 
interact with God and the people you will encounter today? What 
freedom does it bring you?
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FRIDAY,
JUNE 18

READ   Mark Chapter 13: The Future 

READING PROMPT  
This entire section is devoted to Jesus telling his disciples what lies 
ahead of them; the destruction of the city and temple, their own 
persecution and one day, the return of Jesus. He tells them what 
to expect so that they will stay alert, on guard and focused on 
continuing the mission he has begun, and will be handing over to 
them.

PRAYER PROMPT  
When you think of the “mission of God” what comes to your 
mind? How do you fit into the work of restoration God is doing on 
this earth? As you walk through your day, ask the Spirit to open 
your eyes to how he wants to use you in the renewal and resto-
ration of the people and creation around you!
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SATURDAY,
JUNE 19 

READ   Mark Chapter 14: The New Sacrifice

READING PROMPT  
Jesus looks towards his betrayal and death across chapter 14. 
At the last supper he takes the history of the day and the mean-
ing associated with Passover (the liberation of the Israelites from 
slavery through the death of the Passover Lamb) and redefines it 
as the liberation from sin and death, now available to all people, 
through the death of the Messiah.

PRAYER PROMPT  
As you pray today, allow yourself to sit in the breathtaking depth 
of love that God has for you. He chose to go to the cross as the 
payment for our sin, knowing full well the weight of suffering that 
lay before him. Purely out of love, love for us and love for the Fa-
ther, Jesus allows himself to be captured and taken to his death. 
What does it look like for us live in response to that love today?
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SUNDAY,
JUNE 20

READ   Mark Chapter 15: The Death 

READING PROMPT  
Watch how pride wreaks havoc on the human heart in this chap-
ter. The priests were too proud to acknowledge God physically in 
their midst, Pilate was too proud to stand against the wishes of the 
crowd in spite of seeing their corruption; the crowd, the soldiers, 
the people passing by, all of them were so convinced of their own 
righteousness that they put the Son of God to death. In fact, it is 
only a Roman soldier, an outsider and even an “enemy” of the 
people, who grasps who Jesus truly is; that this Jesus of Nazareth 
is the crucified son of God, the Messiah.

PRAYER PROMPT  
Ask God to reveal a blindspot, or place of pride in your life to-
day. Perhaps there is someone you wouldn’t ordinarily turn to for 
input who could speak truth into your life. Pray for on opportunity 
to simply listen today, and the patience and grace to be present 
to that moment!
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MONDAY,
JUNE 21 

READ   Mark Chapter 16: The Resurrection 

READING PROMPT  
The oldest manuscripts we have end at verse 8. In light of how 
the rest of the book is written, it seems that this abrupt ending is 
intentional, emphasizing the shocking claim that this crucified and 
risen Jesus is the Messiah, savior of the world! This then confronts 
us, as the reader, to ask how we will respond. Will we run away 
like the disciples? Or will we recognize Jesus as our king and go 
and tell the Good News to the world?

PRAYER PROMPT  
This is an amazing opportunity to examine what we actually 
believe about Jesus as Savior and Lord. As you pray today, con-
sider what it looks like to share the Good News with the people, 
situations and creation you encounter today!
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